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AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW OR AMENDED WATER RIGHT
SUBMITTED TO THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
CHAPTER 1097

H.B. No. 3735

AN ACT
relating to an application for a new or amended water right submitted to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Sections 11.002(1) and (3), Water Code, are amended to read as follows:

(1) "Commission" means the Texas [Natural . esour .... e... I Commission on
Environmental Quality.

(3) "Executive director" means the executive director of the Texas [Natural Rexjzco
]onservation Commission on Environmental Quality.

SECTION 2. Section 11.122, Water Code, is amended by adding Subsections (b-i)
and (b-2) to read as follows:

(b-1) A holder of a water right that begins using desalinated seawater after acquiring
the water right has a right to expedited consideration of an application for an amend-
ment to the water right if the amendment:

(1) authorizes the applicant to divert water from a diversion point that is different
from or in addition to the point or points from which the applicant was authorized to
divert water before the requested amendment;

(2) authorizes the applicant to divert from the different or additional diversion point
an amount of water that is equal to or less than the amount of desalinated seawater
used by the applicant;

(3) authorizes the applicant to divert from all of the diversion points authorized by
the water right an amount of water that is equal to or less than the amount of water
the applicant was authorized to divert under the water right before the requested
amendment; and

(4) does not authorize the water diverted from the different or additional diversion
point to be transferred to another river basin.
(b-2) The executive director or the commission shall prioritize the technical review of

an application that is subject to Subsection (b-i) over the technical review of applications
that are not subject to that subsection.

SECTION 3. Section 11.125(a), Water Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) The application must be accompanied by a map or plat in the form and containing

the information prescribed by the commission drawn on traeg ln ... o..n a eaot less
the,. ..... *.-I. eua..l 2,0 f 't .

SECTION 4. Section 11.128, Water Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 11.128. PAYMENT OF FEE. The [I-the] applicant [is n.t exempted fre,- pay

... t of the filing fee nder eeti.n 12.112 of this eede, he] shall pay the'filing fee
prescribed by Section 5.701 [(5.01e] at the time [he-files] the application is filed. The
commission may [shae] not record, file, or consider the application until the executive
director certifies to the commission that the fee is paid.

SECTION 5. Section 11.134, Water Code, is amended by adding Subsection (b-i) to
read as follows:

(b-i) In determining whether an appropriation is detrimental to. the public welfare
under Subsection (b)(3)(C), the commission may consider only the factors that are within
the jurisdiction and expertise of the commission as established by this chapter

SECTION 6. Section 2003.047, Government Code, is amended by amending Subsec-
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tion (e-3) and adding Subsection (e-6) to read as follows:

(e-3) The deadline specified by Subsection (e-2) or (e-6), as applicable, may be
extended:

(1) by agreement of the parties with the approval of the administrative law judge;
or

(2) by the administrative law judge if the judge determines that failure to extend
the deadline would unduly deprive a party of due process or another constitutional
right.
(e-6) For a matter pertaining to an application described by Section 11.122(b-1), Water

Code, the administrative law judge must complete the proceeding and provide a proposal
for decision to the commission not later than the 270th day after the date the matter was
referred to the office.

SECTION 7. Sections 11.125(b) and (c), Water Code, are repealed.

SECTION 8. The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an application for a
new or amended water right received by the Texas Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity on or after the effective date of this Act. An application received before the effective
date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the application was received,
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 9. This Act takes effect September 1, 2017.
Passed by the House on May 12, 2017: Yeas 138, Nays 5, 1 present, not voting; the

House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 3735 on May 26, 2017: Yeas
143, Nays 2, 2 present, not voting; passed by the Senate, with amendments, on
May 24, 2017: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 15, 2017.
Effective September 1, 2017.

DIRECTING PAYMENT, AFTER APPROVAL, OF CERTAIN
MISCELLANEOUS CLAIMS AND JUDGMENTS AGAINST THE
STATE OUT OF FUNDS DESIGNATED BY THIS ACT, MAKING

APPROPRIATIONS

CHAPTER 1098

H.B. No. 3765
AN ACT

relating to directing payment, after approval, of certain miscellaneous claims and
judgments against the state out of funds designated by this Act; making
appropriations.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. The following sums of money are appropriated out of the General Reve-
nue Fund No. 0001 for payment of itemized claims and judgments plus interest, if any,
against the State of Texas:

To pay claim number 95M50200 to a confidential payee for replacement of void
franchise tax warrant issued February 8, 2012 $81,516.49

To pay claim number 95M50255 to a confidential payee for replacement of void
franchise tax refund issued February 1, 2000, original document number
F000291 $10,104.70

To pay claim number 95M50256 to a confidential payee for replacement of void
franchise tax warrant issued October 2, 2000, original document number
F002721 $10,095.30
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